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From: Muchmore, Dennis {GOV) 
Sent: Saturday, September 26, 2015 9:26AM 
To: Snyder, Rick (GOV 

------Cc: Calley, Brian (GOV ott, Allison {GOV) <scotta12@michigan.gov>; Agen, Jarrod (GOV) 
<AgenJ@michigan.gov>; Hollins, Harvey {GOV) <hollinsh@michigan.gov>; Clement, Elizabeth {GOV) 
<clemente@michigan.gov>; Wa lsh, John {GOV) <WalshJ@michigan.gov>; Posthumus, Dick {GOV) 
<Posthumusd@michigan.gov>; Forstner, Nathaniel {GOV) <forstnernl@michigan.gov> 
Subject: Fl int updates 

The memo and attachments below have captured t he latest information from the departmental side on Flint 
succinctly. Kildee is engaged in his normal press hound routine, which is unfortunate because he's rea lly a smart, 
talented guy who needs to roll up his sleeves while Anan ich is looking for relief but doesn't know where it would come 
from and as usua l is a positive force. 

Frankly, I think both know that Walling went out on CYA effort due to the election, but of course can't say so. Neither 
has any idea where his $30M figure came from, or where we wou ld get it even if you were so inclined. 

Origina lly the thrust for the KWA came from the Genesee County commission and t hose involved in t he planning for 
KWA including the Trades. By the time the council had voted 7-1 for it, Andy Dillon was in t he position of signing off on 
it and did. However, it was still the right position for the long term benefit of the city and its future. They of course 
have not been particularly helpful in find ing solutions to the issues. I wi ll say that the Drain Commissioner has been a 
good partner and is working overtime on the problem. 

They can't reconnect to DWSD even if they wanted to as they sold the connector line. And, especially with the new rate 
increases in Detroit, their citizens would be less able to pay than t hey already are. The water certainly has occasiona l 
less than savory aspects li ke color beca use of the apparently more corrosive aspects of the hard water coming from the 
river, but that has died down with the additional main filters. Taste and smell have been problems also and substantial 
money has been extended to work on those issues. 

Now we have the ant i everything group turning to the lead content which is a concern for everyone, but DEQ and DHHS 
and EPA can't f ind evidence of a major change per Geralyn's memo below. Of course, some of the Flint people respond 
by looking for someone to blame instead of working to reduce anxiety. We can't tolerate increased lead levels in any 
event, but it's rea lly the city's water system that needs to deal with it. We're throwing as much assistance as possible at 
the lead problem as regardless of what the levels, explanations o r proposed solutions, the residents and particularly the 
poor need he lp to deal with it. 

It seems that continuing to find funds to buy local residents home fil ters is really a viable option and Harvey and all are 
pursuing more assistance in that work. Almost all the "experts" I've talked to are convinced the problem is in the old 
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lines leading to homes and short of a massive replacement CSO type bond that wou ldn't resolve the issue for a couple of 
years, nature {temp reductions), fi lters and a final connect seem to be the best courses of action. 

The residents are caught in a swirl of misinformation and long term distrust of local government unlikely to be 
resolved. 

Sent from my !Phone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lasher, Geralyn {DCH)" <lasherg@michigan.gov> 
Date: September 25, 2015 at 4:47:01 PM EDT 
To: "Muchmore, Dennis {GOV)" <muchmored@michigan.gov>, "Clement, Elizabeth {GOV)" 
<clemente@michigan.gov>, "Lyon, Nick (DCH)" <LyonN2@mlchigan.gov>, "Wyant, Dan (DEQ)" 
<WyantD@michigan.gov> 
Cc: "Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)" <WurfeiB@michigan.gov>, "Wisniewski, Wendy (GOV)" 
<wisniewskiw@michigan.gov>, "Grijalva, Nancy (DCH)" <GriialvaN@michigan.gov>, "Hertel, Elizabeth 
(DCH)" <HerteiE@michigan.gov> 
Subject: Update 

Quick recap on the interactions this week from the MDHHS side on the Flint water issue. 

Today the City of Flint issued t he attached "Lead Advisory" for residents to be aware of lead levels in 
drinking water and issued suggestions from the Genesee County Health Department as to what 
residents could do to reduce risk. These include: 
--flushing cold-water pipes by running water fo r approximately 5 minutes, 
--using only water from the cold-water tap for drinking, cooking and making baby formula 
--installing a waterfilter that is NSF-certified for lead removal. 

We worked with the Genesee County Healt h Department t hroughout t he week to get them in a more 
mode to provide t his guidance publicly and to encourage citizens to have the City test their 

water if they were concerned about the quality of water at their home. The health department also 
issued this fact sheet 
http://www.gchd.us/docs/Popular Pages/GCHD Lead in- Water Fact Sheet 2 .pdf on Thursday 
providing additional information on the issue. 

MDHHS epidemiologists continue to review the "data" provided by a Hurley hospital physician that 
showed an increase in lead activity following the change in water supp ly. While we continue t o review 
this data, we have stated publicly that Hurley conducted their analysis in a much different way t han we 
do at the department. Hurley used two partial years of data, MDHHS looked at five comprehensive 
years and saw no increase outside t he normal seasonal increases. The Hurley review was also a much 
smaller sample than MDHHS data as ours includes all hosp ital systems in Flint as well as outside 
laboratories. 

We have also provide t he attached data chart that outlines if t he elevated blood lead levels were being 
driven by a change in water, we would have seen t he elevated levels remain high after the change in 
water source. 

We have also communicated that for WIC beneficiaries in Flint with documentation of unsan itary water, 
t hey may be able to receive ready to feed formula and have encouraged families to contact WIC to see if 
they are eligible for this formula. SNAP beneficiaries are able to purchase bottled water with their SNAP 
funds. 
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